
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Master 
Gardeners 
of 

Essex County 

Brookdale Park 

Rose Garden Care 

The Master Gardeners began 

volunteer work in the Brookdale 

Park Rose Garden in 1997. The 

current Rose Garden Committee 

members started work in 2003 to 

restore and revitalize the 555-sq ft 

Rose Garden. We have logged more 

than 1,000 hours in partnership with 

the Essex County Parks Department 

to make the Rose Garden a vibrant 

and beautiful showcase once again. 

 

Over 500 rose bushes have been 

planted. We choose only winter 

hardy, disease resistant Hybrid Tea, 

Grandiflora, Floribunda, and Shrub 

roses and try to select varieties that 

are fragrant and free flowering. 
 

Master Gardeners of Essex County 

[MGEC] 

621A Eagle Rock Avenue 

Roseland, NJ 07068 

973 228 2210 (Telephone) 

mastergardenerec@gmail.org 

MGESSEX.org 
 

A unique group of trained volunteers who 

provide horticultual programs and services to 

enhance their communities in Essex County. 

The MGEC: 

 cares for the Butterfly Garden at the 

Turtle Back Zoo in  West Orange, 

New Jersey 

 

 provides educational outreach 

throughout Essex County. 

 

 offers gardening help to all 

residents through the Rutgers 

Master Gardener Helpline 

 

 uses horticultural activities as an 

enhancement to the lifestyle of the 

senior citizens in Essex County 

 

 supports Urban Community 

Projects throughout Essex County 

 

 

Favorite Roses in the Garden 

Reds – Mister Lincoln, Chrysler Imperial 

Pink – Queen Elizabeth, Peace 

White – Iceberg, Sea Foam  

Yellow – Carefree Sunshine, Golden Wings 

Orange - Tropicana 
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Care of Roses Through the Seasons 

Early Spring: 

Rake and clear the rose beds of debris 

Fertilize using 6-6-4 rose fertilizer; one cup per 

bush and add 2 tablespoons Epsom Salts per 

bush. 

Prune all dead and winter damaged or weak 

canes to shape, balance, and control new growth. 

 

 

 

Spring: 

Amend soil before planting by adding compost 

to the top soil 

Dig a hole 18 to 24 inches deep and wide per 

bush. Mound soil up in center of hole. Place 

plant on top of mound and spread out roots. 

Fill in with soil so graft (big knot) is at or 1-inch 

below ground level.  

Tamp down soil firmly and water in well! 

. 

 

Summer and beyond: 

Continue water, weeding, spraying, cleaning, 

pruning, and dead heading 

Do not prune after August 

Enjoy the roses until the first frost 

 

To Volunteer or make a donation to the Rose Garden’s Care contact the Master Gardeners. 

Rose Pruning Basics 

 

1. Use clean, sharp pruning tools  

2. Remove all broken, dead, dying or 

diseased wood.  

3. Remove any weak or twiggy branches 

thinner than a pencil  

4. Remove sucker growth below the 

graft.  

5. Make cuts at a sharp angle, close to a 

bud that is facing outside of the plant.  

6. Make sure it is a clean cut (not ragged)  

7. Cut branches touching another 

branches. 

8. Prune to shape and open the center of 

the plant to light and air circulation  

Spring (continued): 

Mulch Rose beds to conserve moisture and 

prevent weeds at depth of 2 to 3 inches. 

Spray leaf foliage mixture* to prevent disease 

every 7 to 10 days.  

Water around base of rose bush early in the day.  

DO NOT SPRAY ON LEAVES! 

Weed the rose beds.  

Pick up any fallen or diseased rose leaves and 

discard – DO NOT COMPOST! 

Dead head or prune rose flowers after blooming. 

Fertilize after roses finish blooming in late June. 

 

 

 

 

 

*Leaf Foliage Spray Mixture:  

 1 tbsp baking soda; 1 tbsp 

vegetable oil; 1 tbsp Epsom salt;  

1 tsp liquid soap; one gallon 

water. Shake and Spray. 

Rose Growing Essentials: 

6 hours of direct sunlight per day 

Minimum 1 inch water per week 


